Record Breaking Walking Bus Route Risk Assessment Form
Any questions, call your Walking Bus adviser on 01484 559909 or e:walkingbus@brake.org.uk

It is important that you do your risk assessment ‘walk about’ AT 10AM on a normal week day, as this is the time the event takes place. If your Walking Bus involves hundreds of children, you need to think about this when you are doing your ‘walk about’. For example, it takes a long time to walk hundreds of children over a Pelican crossing!
How many children are taking part?_________________
STEP ONE: Your risk assessment ‘walk about’

Walk the route you are planning to use and fill in the sections below.
	Route details
	

	Length of route
	________metres

	What is the route?
	Describe the route (eg. along Cherry Lane as far as the the junction with Douglas Street, and back again – give specific road names and road numbers if the roads are A or B roads)


	Are there pavements on the entire route that are wide enough for two children to walk hand-in-hand, and that don’t have any hazards on them (eg. major pot holes etc.)
	Yes / No

If no, give details:


	Will the children have to cross any roads?
	Yes /No              If yes, how many? ______
If yes, describe where the children will cross (eg. halfway down Douglas street) and why it is safe to cross there (eg. zebra crossing)

Crossing place 1:

Crossing place 2:

Crossing place 3: 



	What are the speed limits on the route?
	

	Do you think the traffic is breaking speed limits or not slowing down enough on the route, eg. on bends or where there are parked cars?
	Yes / No

If yes, give details:



	Are the children separated from traffic in any way? (eg.  railings, or a wide verge of grass)
(This isn’t compulsory, but helps us understand the safety of your route)
	Yes / No

If yes, give details: 


	Have you identified any particular hazards on the route that means a child could be hit by a vehicle while on the Giant Walking Bus? 
	Yes / No

If yes, see next section



If you have identified any particular hazards, use the table below to record these hazards and how you are preventing children being exposed to the hazard. 
	Hazard
	What you are doing about it

	Eg. We have hundreds of children who will all be trying to get across a Pelican crossing that is only on a five second timer for Green Man.
	Eg. 

Chosen an alternative route that does not require us to cross a road
OR 

The local police are doing the walk with us and stopping the traffic on the road for us for 2 minutes so all the children can cross at once. 


           STEP TWO: WALKING SAFELY
	YOUR COMMITMENT
	Tick here that you are doing these things, or explain why not:

	The children will all hold hands in twos and walk calmly in a ‘crocodile’
	

	The children will have practised doing this off-road in a play ground or on a previous occasion.
	

	The children will all be year 3 or older
	

	There will be at least one adult to every 8 children in year 3 or older (you need more if children are younger)
	

	The adults will have been instructed before the event to ensure children walk calmly and hold hands throughout the walk, and stay on the pavement
	

	The children will all be wearing high visibility vests
	

	The adults will all be wearing high visibility vests
	

	Can you commit to fundraising for Brake? (This would involve handing out sponsorship forms for the children to take home)
	

	Do we have permission to use the photographs you send us in the media or for future publications by Brake?
	Y   /   N   (circle)


IMPORTANT: Do you have any lingering, niggling, safety concerns that you want to talk to a Giant Walking Bus officer about?  Circle your answer -    Yes / No   (If yes, you will be called). 

Please check the route again on the day of the Giant Walking Bus to check there are no new or unexpected hazards and also take into account the weather conditions and whether they require any additional precautions.
Signed …………………………………….. Print Name ……………………………………….
School name and town  ………………………………………………………………………….


