End of year reception, January 2007. 

Sarah Fatica 

Firstly, I want to say thank you to everyone for attending this evening’s reception thanking you all for the support you have shown Brake over the past 12-months. A special thank you goes to tonight’s sponsor RBS Insurance who will say a few words shortly.  

Every day nine families are given the devastating news that their loved one has been killed on the road. Very rarely do these families get to say good-bye or to tell their loved one how much they will be missed. Hundreds more people are injured daily on our roads, many suffering life-changing injuries.  

Yesterday we heard the grief stricken families of two teenage girls, who were killed by a truck driver using his mobile phone, urge drivers to never use a phone while driving. They described how their families’ lives will never be the same again and that they will live with their loss forever. 

Sadly, we’ve been telling you stories like this for the past 10 years and in that time the death rate has barely altered. The levels of service provision for people affected by road crashes remain pitiful, particularly in terms of Government funded support. 

As many of you will know the Home Office has said it is unable to continue funding this (wave copy around) invaluable bereavement pack after September 2007. This pack is produced by Brake, updated annually, and distributed via police following every road death. It is a crucial resource for families who are going through indescribable suffering. 
If you are as distressed about this as we are please go over to the Brake stand and sign our petition tonight. The Victim’s Minister Gerry Sutcliffe recently pledged that he would help us to find funding to continue producing this pack. However, the cash is yet to be forthcoming and we remain without funding. 
Not only do we need the Government to reinstate its existing funding (a paltry £44 thousand pounds), we need them to radically step up support for road crash victims across the board. This pack provides only a bare minimum level of support for road crash victims. It needs to go hand in hand with face to face support from specially trained volunteers or professionals. 
Brake wants families affected by road death to receive appropriate and immediate support. We need a national 24-hour helpline. We need better training for professionals working with road crash victims. We need sufficient numbers of trauma therapists. We need to see significant levels of funding from the Victims Fund – promised to road crash victims three years ago and now well overdue. I could go on.
But that’s just focussing on supporting road crash victims and their families. What can be done to stop death and injury on our roads? 
The road safety minister, Stephen Ladyman - who is here tonight, was recently quoted in The Times about measures needed to reduce young driver casualty rates. He said “there would need to be fundamental changes to the way we teach people to drive and the way we test them”. He also said that “we may” need to start teaching driver education in schools. 
Both of these are essential measures and we urge the Minister to do more than consider implementing them. 

In addition, Brake calls upon the Minister to reconsider a graduated driver licensing scheme which will enable novice drivers to develop their skills and experience gradually while limiting their exposure to high-risk situations during the first years of driving. 

Research shows us that schemes like these have proven effective in cutting casualties among young people in other countries. 

Do we think it is acceptable that every hour another young driver or passenger is killed or seriously injured on UK roads? Of course not. So we must work together to tackle this waste of young lives. 
There are a lot of familiar faces standing in front of me who already actively support Brake’s work to stop death and injury on our roads. Thank you once again for all your help. 
However, if you want to work with Brake and don’t already, please speak to one of the many Brake employees here tonight. There are many Brake projects that you can get involved in and we want to work with you. When you get back to your offices log on to our website and find out more about our campaigns – a couple of which I have touched upon tonight. 
Let me finish by reminding you that every road death is preventable. We all use the roads and we all need to take responsibility for keeping each other safe. 

I will now hand you over to tonight’s sponsor Roger Ramsden, Director of Strategy and Marketing, from the RBS Insurance.

It now gives me great pleasure to announce Brake’s Volunteer of the Year. 

This volunteer joined Brake in March 2005 and has worked tirelessly with the charity to help stop death and injury on the roads. She has been trained by Brake to go in to hospitals throughout the North West and talk to health professionals about the importance of correctly looking after people who have been suddenly and violently bereaved. To date she has delivered presentations in 5 hospitals to over 70 professionals. 
She has done countless media interviews for Brake including attending one of our regional road safety week launches. In October 2006 she attended a Home Office meeting with Brake to fight for improved support services and the reinstatement of funding for the BC bereavement pack.

This volunteer has also worked with her local council, Salford, encouraging them to promote road safety initiatives and buy and utilise Brake's resources. It is her personal aim to make Salford Council the most road safety conscious council in the UK. 

 

In addition to all of this our volunteer of the year has set up ‘the Amber Project’ in memory of her 13 year old daughter Amber who was tragically killed on the roads in January 2005. The Amber Project is a local community project working with young people and among many things provides road safety education.     

 
