The Rt Hon Louise Haigh MP
Secretary of State for Transport
Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London SW1P 4DR
Tuesday 9 July 2024

Dear Secretary of State,

We write as a collective with a shared interest in improving road safety to urge the Government to
demonstrate its commitment to safety by adopting the latest vehicle General Safety Regulation updates
to our GB Type Approval Scheme.

More than 30,000 people are killed or seriously injured on UK roads every year — this is equivalent to all
the inhabitants of a medium-sized UK town dying or suffering catastrophic injuries every year. The
annual societal and economic costs of road harm amount to an astonishing £43.5 billion."

We write this letter on the second anniversary of the Vehicle General Safety Regulation being
introduced in the European Union (EU).2 Under this regulation, in July 2022, a number of important
vehicle safety features became mandatory for all new vehicles in the EU. These include:

e Advanced emergency braking (AEB) — a system that will automatically brake in an emergency
(e.g. if a pedestrian steps out in front of the car or a vehicle in front stops suddenly).

e Intelligent speed assistance — technology that ‘reads’ road signs and alerts a driver if they are
exceeding the speed limit and/or reduces vehicle speed to keep within the speed limit.

e Attention warning in case of driver drowsiness — a system that monitors the steering wheel,
head and eye movements for signs of drowsiness or distraction.

These safety features can play a significant role in improving road safety, helping to prevent crashes and
therefore protect drivers and their passengers, as well as other road users such as pedestrians and
cyclists. In addition to these driver assistance features, there are key measures that improve vehicle
crash performance and will significantly improve the protection of women and the elderly in the event of
a collision — providing much fairer and more equitable transport.

It has been estimated that adopting the proposed updates to the GB Type Approval Scheme could
prevent more than 1,700 deaths and 15,000 serious injuries over the next 16 years, saving up to £7
billion in health costs? if the full package of measures were to be fully implemented in Britain. The
regulations are already being rolled out in Northern Ireland.

Dev Naran was just eight years old when he died in a road traffic collision on the M6 near Birmingham. A
lorry collided with the stationary car he was in. Advanced emergency braking technology can help
reduce the risk of collisions in live lane breakdowns on any type of motorway or road. Dev’s mother
Meera believes AEB could have saved Dev’s life.*

The UK played a significant role in the development of the Vehicle General Safety Regulation when it
was part of the European Union, and we reiterate the call on the Government to adopt
recommendations that it has already made a commitment to, only a few years ago.

Adding these updates to the GB Type Approval requirements will provide international harmonisation
and clarity for manufacturers and vehicle users alike. Requiring no primary legislation through
parliament, this is a time-efficient and very cost-effective way to save lives and prevent injury.



By aligning the UK with those countries that are at the forefront of vehicle safety design and innovation,
we also help the UK industry to remain competitive with regard to the challenges of developing

automated vehicles.

Now is the time to allow every UK citizen and business buying a new vehicle to benefit from enhanced
safety features and, over time, to enable everyone to benefit from safer vehicles, safer roads and safer

journeys.

Research conducted by Brake, the road safety charity, and AXA UK in 2023 showed that 63% of drivers
are willing to pay more for safety features that would protect themselves and their passengers. More
than two-thirds of drivers also said that intelligent speed assistance, advanced emergency braking and
driver-drowsiness detection should be mandatory for all new vehicles in the UK.®

The cross-party support that was gained on the recent Automated Vehicles Act showed that the
Government can unite behind legislation that will promote road safety in the long term. And we ask that
the same cross-party collaboration is encouraged to support regulations that will significantly improve

road safety.

In 2022, 1,766 people were killed on UK roads.® That’s 1,766 families, communities, schools and
workplaces whose lives will never be the same again. If the aviation or rail industry had the same safety
record as roads, planes would be grounded, and trains would be stopped. Itis time to make good on the
promises you made in the run up to election, and deliver ‘a new Strategic Road Safety Framework to
address the terrible toll of death and injury’.”

We want to work with the Government to support the delivery of safer vehicles that will protect drivers
and all road users and, ultimately, improve safety on roads across Britain. Let’s do whatever we can to
bring an end to road deaths and injuries through your commitment to adopt the latest Vehicle General

Safety Regulation updates.

Yours sincerely,

Ross Moorlock, CEO, Brake the road safety charity
Alain Zweibrucker, Retail CEO, AXA UK
Jamie Hassall, Executive Director, Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety
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Dr Lisa Dorn, Associate
Professor of Driver
Behaviour, Cranfield
University

Meera Naran MBE, Road
safety campaigner and
Founder, Dev's Law

Ean Lewin, Managing Director,
DTec International Ltd

Dr Sam Chapman, Co-
Founder, The Floow, and Co-

Chair of South Yorkshire
Transport Forum

Gareth Evans, Director of
Strategy and Business
Development, EMEA - HAAS
Alert

Becky Hadley, Director,
Hadstrong PR

lan Howells, Executive Vice
President, Honda Motor
Europe

Tony Kildare, CEO, | am
RoadSmart

Richard Owen, Director,
Insight Warehouse

Cyrena Lafronte, Policy and
Engagement Officer, Institute
of Highway Engineers



Max Sugarman, Chief
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Sue Robinson, Chief
Executive, National
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Association
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Association

Heidi Duffy MBE, Shiny Side
Up Partnership and National
Young Rider Forum
Facilitator
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