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When you drive or ride a vehicle on the road, you have a  
responsibility to make sure it is roadworthy and well-maintained  
for your safety, and the safety of others. 

This factsheet gives you information  
to help you understand:  
•   How to carry out a walk-round check  
    of your vehicle  
•   The law around MOTs and vehicle  
    maintenance. 

 
 
Using a well-maintained and safe vehicle is a 
fundamental part of being a safe road user. 
Doing some quick checks, before every journey, 
can help keep you, and others, safe. 
 
Drivers should carry out regular  
‘walk-round’ checks of their vehicle, 
once a week and before any long  
journeys. 
 
If you have any concerns that there’s a problem  
with your vehicle, take it to a garage immediately –  
putting it off could cost you money, result in a  
breakdown, or worse, lead to a serious crash. 
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Walk-round checks

Fuel 
   • Make sure you have enough fuel for  
       your journey. 

 
Lights 

 • Check your headlights, brake lights and  
     indicators are working, lights are clean 
     and bulbs aren’t blown (reflect against a 

                  wall, or ask a friend to help). 
 
Oil 
              • Check oil levels are well above minimum 
                  levels when the engine is cold. 
 
Water and fluids 
              • Check water levels, and other fluids such 
                  as power steering, windscreen washer and 
                  brake fluid, are well above minimum levels. 
 
Electrics 
              • Check your battery is present and secure. 

 

Rubber 
              • Check your tyre tread wear using the indicator 
                  bars on tyres – small bumps in the main 
                  grooves which indicate the minimum tread. 
                  Change your tyres well before your tread gets 
                  to the legal minimum (1.6mm in the UK). Brake 
                  and other road safety experts recommends  
                  replacing at 3mm, as performance and safety 
                  decrease with less than this, particularly in wet 
                    conditions. 
 
              • Check tyre pressure using a hand-held tyre 
                  pressure gauge and check the pressure weekly, 
                  when the tyres are cold. The correct pressure 
                  will be written in your vehicle’s handbook. 
 
              •  Check for cracks, bulges or bubbles on the sides 
                   of your tyres. These are signs that the tyre is 
                   damaged and at risk of blowing out. If you see 
                   any of these, get the tyre checked by a  
                   professional, and replaced if necessary. 
 
              • Check wheels and wheel fixings for defects,  
                  including loose nuts. 
 
              • Check wiper blades are in full working order 
                  and replace if worn. 
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What to check for

F = FUEL – enough for your journey 
L = LIGHTS – headlights, brake lights, indicators 
O = OIL – check oil levels when engine is cold 

 W = WATER – lubricants, coolants, washer fluid 
E = ELECTRICS – ensure battery is present and secure  
R = RUBBER – tyre pressure, uneven wear,  side wall damage, tread 

Check  
before  
EVERY  
journey 

Use this simple FLOWER 
mnemonic to help you  
remember what  
to check: 



 
 
Drivers have a responsibility to ensure their  
vehicles are roadworthy and well-maintained.  
If safety critical parts such as brakes and wheels 
are not kept in good repair, this could cause the 
driver to lose control or fail to respond in time in 
an emergency, with potentially fatal results. 
 
You can be fined up to £2,500, be banned from 
driving and get 3 penalty points for driving a  
vehicle in a dangerous condition. There are  
different rules for commercial vehicles. 
 
Find out more at  
https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-safe 
 
 

MOTs and the law around vehicle maintenance
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The MOT test

In the UK, all cars, motorcycles and light  
passenger vehicles must pass an annual MOT 
test once they are three years old. The MOT test 
checks that your vehicle meets road safety and 
environmental standards. 
 
If vehicles are kept well-maintained throughout 
the year, with any defects noticed and remedied 
promptly, they should be able to pass the test.  
 
However, MOT results show that many drivers do 
not pay enough attention to routine maintenance. 
 
You cannot drive or park your vehicle on  
the road if the MOT has run out. You can be  
prosecuted if caught. 
 
Find out more at  
https://www.gov.uk/getting-an-mot 

You should never try to fix safety-critical  
components on your vehicle yourself. Always use 
a qualified mechanic to work on your vehicle and 
make sure you get your vehicle serviced in line 
with your vehicle handbook. 
 
Just because a vehicle has passed an annual test 
or been serviced, it doesn’t mean it will be safe 
until the next service. A brake pad may be worn 
out and dangerous well before your next service. 
Talk to your garage about the level of wear on 
brake pads and tyres, and any other problems 
your vehicle might experience in the coming 
months, so you know if you should pay them  
a visit between services. 
 

Professional servicing


